“A\\West Linn

Memorandum

Date: November 14, 2011
To: Chris Jordan, City Manager
From: John Sonnen, Planning Director

Subject: ‘Phase I of the Highway 43/Willamette Falls Drive corridor vision project

Purpose

Phase I of the Highway 43 /Willamette Falls Drive corridor vision project is nearing completion. On
November 21, 2011 staff and the project consultant, Crandall Arambula, will present the concept vision
for the Highway 43 /Willamette Falls Drive corridor (see Attachment 1) and related information to the
City Council. Staff requests that the Council provide direction regarding whether to pursue refinement
and implementation of all or part of the concept vision components (Phase II).

Background
Council direction. As part of its annual goal setting in January 2011, the City Council established the
following goals pertaining to the Highway 43 /Willamette Falls Drive corridor:

s  City staff will develop an action plan and initiate a citizen visioning process for a targeted
Comprehensive Plan change affecting Highway 43 and Willamette Falls Drive;

= The City Council and staff will actively communicate this process with the community so there is
understanding about the vision and involvement in the process; and

= The City will work with regional governments to achieve a satisfactory ownership and
maintenance agreement for transportation corridors.

Project approach. The project approach consists of three potential phases, as follows:

=  Phase I: Work with the community to prepare a broad brush, conceptual vision for the corridor
that reflects how the community would like the corridor to evolve in the next 20-30 years and
present it to the City Council for their consideration. The Council decides whether or not to pursue
refinement and implementation of all or part of the concept vision.

= Phase II: If the City Council authorizes proceeding with Phase 1], the approved components of the
concept vision will be fleshed out and refined through a public process.

= Phase lII: Implement the vision. This could include, depending on what the Council authorizes,

comprehensive plan amendments; zoning map/code amendments; design guidelines; and catalytic
public investments.
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Overview of Phase I. Staff began the project last spring and hired the consulting firm Crandall Arambula
on May 26, 2011. During Phase ], staff and the consultants worked with the community to perform the
following tasks:

* Background research. The project team conducted background research including:

- Documenting existing physical constraints (e.g, steep slopes, wetlands and riparian areas) and
opportunities that have a bearing on planning for the area (see
http://westlinnoregon.gov/vision/opportunities-and-constraints); and

- Compiling and analyzing the guidance from Imagine West Linn, the Sustainable West Linn
Strategic Plan, the Comprehensive Plan and neighborhood plans as well as Metro and State

regulations that pertain to the corridor (see http://westlinnoregon.gov/vision/state-and-local-
regulatory-considerations).

®*  Public outreach. Staff made a concerted effort to inform and involve the community in the project.
Over the summer of 2011, staff met with and surveyed residents to identify the problems that they
want addressed in the corridor, the places they want preserved or changed, and what they want to
see in the corridor over the next 20-30 years. Attachment 2 documents the public outreach effort.
Some of the highlights include:

- Establishment of a project advisory committee comprised of members from throughout the
study area, the Planning Commission, Economic Development Committee and the
Transportation Advisory Board, that advised staff and the consultant;

- Three neighborhood meetings (Willamette, Robinwood and a joint Bolton/Sunset meeting) with
a total of 45 attendees;

- Online and telephone surveys with a total of 155 respondents; and

- A community workshop attended by approximately 150 people.

Much of what we heard from community members through these outreach efforts confirms the
general policy direction the Comprehensive Plan, Imagine West Linn and the Sustainable West
Linn Strategic Plan, but there are new ideas as well. Also, there seemed to be more openness to
appropriate, higher density infill development near commercial areas than is indicated in some
neighborhood plans. Summaries of the input from community members over the course of the
summer are contained in Attachment 3. This information served as the basis for developing
preliminary concepts for the future of the corridor.

At the community workshop on September 29, 2011 the project team presented the preliminary
concepts for the future of the corridor and related background information to the workshop
participants. Then the participants had round table discussions and indicated on response sheets
whether or not they liked the concepts, identified other ideas and reported the preferences of the
group at each table. The results of the community workshop are contained in Attachment 4.

= Concept vision. The key concepts for the future of the corridor that were supported by the majority
of those participating in the community workshop are reflected in the concept vision contained in
Attachment 1. That document also identifies some of the opportunities and barriers associated
with implementing each of the vision components.

Potential implementation approaches. If the Council decides to proceed with the concept vision, the
vision components will have to be prioritized and phased, unless additional funding is made available.
Attachment 5 identifies the components of the concept vision and a possible implementation strategy.
The recommended implementation sequence is based on the anticipated timing of related plan updates,
cost, staff capacity, opportunity and need.
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Other issues:

Proposed amendments to the Transportation Planning Rule. The current state Transportation Planning
Rule is intended to protect the state highways and interchanges from increased traffic congestion. It has
had the effect of stifling compact development called for by Metro 2040 and local plans in the Metro
region. Proposed amendments of the Transportation Planning Rule currently out for public comment
would eliminate consideration of traffic congestion on state highways more than 1/4 mile from highway
interchanges. If adopted, this rule change would enable higher intensity urban development along
Highway 43 and 1-205, if desired, than would otherwise be the case.

Staff capacity/available funding. In 2012, the Planning Department has roughly 1.2 FTE staff and
approximately $80,000 available for Phase II of the project. If the City is successful in getting state
funding to update the Transportation System Plan in mid-2012, many of the transportation related
components can be largely addressed through that effort. In addition, staff will research grants that may
be available to help fund desired project components.

Options:
1. Consider the concept vision and give staff direction on which components you want to pursue and
your priorities.

2. Defer action regarding the concept vision to a later date and ask for additional information as
desired or consider the desired vision components in the context of other potential projects
competing for staff time and resources.

3. Do not proceed with the concept vision.

Recommendation: Staff recommends Option 1: Consider the concept vision and give staff direction
regarding which components you want to pursue and your priorities.

Attachments: 1. Concept Vision and General Feasibility Assessment
2. Public outreach activities
3. Public input prior to community workshop
4. Public input at community workshop
5.

Possible implementation approach
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ATTACHMENT 1

CONCEPT VISION AND GENERAL
FEASIBILITY ASSESSMENT
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From: City of West Linn [mailto:webmaster=westlinnoregon.gov@mail315.us3.mcdlv.net] On Behalf Of
City of West Linn

Sent: Monday, August 22, 2011 4:54 PM

To: Saladino, Bridget

Subject: Help shape the future of West Linn!

WG Coy or

A \VVest Linn

Cities change. Rather than reacting to development pressures, the West

Linn City Council wants the community to create a vision for the Highway

43 /Willamette Falls Drive corridor that the City can implement to

encourage desirable change and discourage undesirable change.

The City is looking for your thoughts and opinions regarding the future of
the corridor. You can weigh in and take our survey. The ideas and
information gathered from community members over the summer will be
used to generate preliminary design concepts for the community to consider
at a visioning workshop, scheduled for September 29 at 6:00 p.m. in the
Rosemont Commons at Rosemont Ridge Middle School. At the workshop,

community members will consider the identified possibilities for the future
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of the corridor, generate additional ideas, and state their preferences.
These community preferences will be captured in a concept vision for the

future of the Highway 43/Willamette Falls Drive corridor.

We want to make sure that as the community creates the Vision, a wide

array of opinions and desires about the future of the Highway 43/Willamette

Falls Drive corridor are considered. Please sign up to join our e-mail list (by
updating your subscription settings) to be sure you receive the

latest project information and updates. Thanks again for helping to shape
the future of the Highway 43/Willamette Falls Drive corridor.

view emall.in browser | Unsubscribe | Update vour profile | Forward to 3 frisnd
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Highway 43/Willamette Falls Drive Visioning Meeting is September 29 at 6:30 p.m. at Rosemont Ridge Mid
Published on City of West Linn Oregon Official Website (http://westlinnoregon.gov)

Highway 43/Willamette Falls Drive Visioning Meeting is September
29 at 6:30 p.m. at Rosemont Ridge Middle School

Press release date: 2011-09-19

(]
%

WEST LINN - Cities change. In the decades to come, West Linn, like other communities in the region, will likely
experience increased population growth and traffic congestion, potentially higher fuel costs, economic chalienges,
and the uncertainties posed by climate change, all of which could affect the livability of the community. One of the
City Council’s goals for the year is to have the community develop a long-term vision that will encourage desirable
change and discourage undesirable change as the area evolves. The Council wants to hear the community’s
desires and ideas for the future for the Highway 43/Willamette Falls Drive corridor, including the commercial,
residential and industrial areas beside these roads, at a workshop on September 29 at 6:30 p.m. at the Rosemont
Ridge Middle School Commons.

At the workshop, community members will consider some possibilities for the future of the Highway 43/Willamette
Falls Drive corridor, brainstorm other ideas, and identify their preferences. These community preferences will be
captured in a concept vision.

There are important choices to make. For example, should the property along the Willamette River between Bolton
and Willamette be retained for industrial use or eventually redeveloped as an historic interpretive center with shops,
restaurants and a hotel; as a park; or as something else? Should we continue the pattern of strip commercial
development along Highway 43; or should we provide for more concentrated development in mixed use centers
offering a variety of goods and services? Should we provide for growth in a way that reduces dependence on
automobiles?

Over the summer, City staff met with and surveyed residents to identify current problems that they want addressed,
the places they want preserved or changed, and what they want to see in the Highway 43/Willamette Falls Drive
corridor over the next 20-30 years. Nearly 95% of the survey respondents think the corridor should be improved.
The nearly 200 community members involved to date would like:

- Roadways improved to ease traffic congestion;
« Continuous sidewalks or bike paths along Highway 43 and Willamette Falls Drive and safe crosswalks . Eighty
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Highway 43/Willamette Falls Drive Visioning Meeting is September 29 at 6:30 p.m. at Rosemont Ridge Mid(
Published on City of West Linn Oregon Official Website (http://westlinnoregon.gov)

eight % of the respondents said that it is important to create safe pedestrian access to commercial areas, schools,
and parks;

* An improved streetscape (e.g., landscaping , street lights, benches and trash receptacles) with a consistent
theme and gateways to West Linn in Robinwood and near the intersection of Highway 43 and 1-205; and

« Frequent transit (78% of survey respondents said that frequent transit should be a component of the vision for the
corridor).

There also is interest in building on what we have at commercial centers to create small “villages” with pedestrian
plazas, walk able business areas containing restaurants, entertainment, clothing stores, and other businesses
meeting community needs, “interesting things worth walking to,” and a variety of housing types that can attract a
broad array of residents. Some folks support the idea of providing for higher density housing near shopping areas
to help sustain desired businesses.

Several people suggested redeveloping the areas around the 1-205 and Highway 43 interchange and the West
Linn/Oregon City Arch Bridge. Ideas for the future of these areas include creation of a gateway to West Linn, an
historic attraction near the Arch Bridge, more intensive development including, perhaps, a hotel, offices and higher
density housing with views of the river, and walkways/bike paths leading to viewpoints of the Willamette RFalls.
Some people suggested redeveloping the bus garage and recycling center along Willamette Falls Drive to better
take advantage of the views.

Numerous people expressed interest in revitalizing the Robinwood Shopping Center. Initial ideas for that area
include adding entertainment businesses and neighborhood/pedestrian oriented businesses, perhaps in a mixed
use village concept.

People want to protect the historic Willamette area, but some residents are open to the idea of adding a hotel in
character with existing commercial development, additional shops and higher density housing within walking
distance of the commercial area to help support the desired businesses and provide opportunities to reduce
dependence on automobiles.

Based on what they have heard so far, the City identified some possibilities for the future of the corridor to spur
people’s brainstorming at the workshop on September 29 at 6:30 p.m. at the Rosemont Ridge Middle School
Commons. They urge community members take advantage of this rare opportunity to shape the future of the
community and consider these initial concepts, generate other ideas, and identify their preferences for the future of
the corridor.

Child care for ages four and up and light refreshments will be provided at the workshop.

For more information, visit http://westlinnoregon.gov/vision or contact Sara Javoronok at 503-722-5512,
sjavoronok@westlinnoregon.gov or Zach Pelz at 503-723-2542, zpelz@westlinnoregon.gov.

Source URL (retrieved on 2011-10-27 10:27):
http://westlinnoregon.gov/vision/highway-43willamette-falls-drive-visioning-meeting-september-29-630-pm-rosemo

nt-ridge-middle-
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Starting to shape future of Hwy. 43 Page 1 of 1

WestLinn A.Tidings

Starting to shape future of Hwy. 43

BY BRYAN T. ROBINSON
The West Linn Tidings, Aug 18. 2011

A vision workshop on Monday night at the Sunset Fire Hall launched the first of three
planning phases to develop a long-term conceptual vision of the Highway 43-Willamette
Falls Drive corridor. A handful of community members voiced their ideas, which will be
considered at a Sept. 29 meeting at Rosemont Ridge Middle School.

The Highway 43-Willamette Falls Drive corridor is the stretch of land between the Willamette River
and the ridgeline above the highway, which extends from the Tualatin River to West Linn’s northern city
limits. The need for a development plan is a result of West Linn’s population growth, housing needs,
traffic congestion and mass transit possibilities.

“Cities change, and what the city council wants is a community plan that would encourage the kind of
development they want, and discourage things they don’t want,” said John Sonnen, West Linn’s planning
director.

The first phase of the planning process is to hear the community’s ideas. The second phase would
refine those ideas through more in-depth community engagement, and the final third phase would
implement the refined vision and curtail it to fit the city ordinances with amendments to the city’s
comprehensive plan and possible zoning ordinances and design guidelines.

“We're just at the beginnings of the first phase, so we're just trying to find out the problems the
community would like to see addressed and what their long-term aspirations for the future of the
corridor are,” Sonnen said.

Copyright 2011 Pamplin Media Group, 6605 S.E. Lake Road, Portland, OR 97222 « 503-226-6397
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Help shape the future of West Linn

Published: Monday, September 19, 2011, 2:21 PM  Updated: Tuesday, September 20, 2011, 10:34 AM

Councilor Mike Jones
i& By

One of the West Linn City Council’s unanimously-adopted goals for the year is to have the community
develop a long-term vision that will encourage desirable change and discourage undesirable change along
Highway 43/Willamette Falls Drive.

The Council wants to hear the community’s desires and ideas for the future for the Highway 43/Willamette
Falls Drive corridor, including the commercial, residential and industrial areas beside these roads, at a

workshop on September 29 at 6:30 p.m. at the Rosemont Ridge Middle School Commons.

I encourage you to find time in your busy schedule to attend this important meeting and to help shape the
future of West Linn. In the decades to come, West Linn, like other communities in the region, will likely
experience increased population growth and traffic congestion, potentially higher fuel costs, economic
challenges, and the uncertainties posed by climate change, all of which could affect the livability of the

community.

At the workshop on September 29, community members will consider some possibilities for the future of the
Highway 43/Willamette Falls Drive corridor, brainstorm other ideas, and identify their preferences. These

community preferences will be captured in a concept vision.

There are important choices to make. For example, should the property along the Willamette River between
Bolton and Willamette be retained for industrial use or eventually redeveloped as an historic interpretive

center with shops, restaurants and a hotel; as a park; or as something else?

Should we continue the pattern of strip commercial development along Highway 43; or should we provide for
more concentrated development in mixed use centers offering a variety of goods and services? Should we

provide for growth in a way that reduces dependence on automobiles?

Child care for ages four and up and light refreshments will be provided at the workshop. I hope to see you
there and I thank you for sharing your time with the City of West Linn.

For more information about this project, please visit the City web site or contact Sara Javoronok at 503-

722-5512, or Zach Pelz at 503-723-2542.
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Public input sought at meeting on future of Highway 43

BY LORI HALL
The West Linn Tidings, Sep 21. 2011, Updated Sep 21, 2011

In an effort to shape West Linn’s future growth | A The above
desi the citvi Ki po e t : \ highlighted grid
and design, the city is seeking community input on portrays the
how it sees the Highway 43/Willamette Falls Drive

area to be
corridor developing in the next 20 to 30 years. studied in West

Linn along the

Highway 43 and

| Willamette Falls

\, | | Drive corridor.

. | The city of West
1 Linn is seeking

community

. | input on the

| future of the

'{ area at a Sept.

29 meeting.

SUBMITTED
PHOTO / WEST
LINN TIDINGS

The city is hosting a workshop Sept. 29 to share
information it has gathered so far and to receive more
opinions, ideas and concerns from the community.

Back in February, when the West Linn City Council was
setting its goals and priorities, members requested the city
to work on a “vision” for the corridor and its surrounding
properties.

According to Planning Director John Sonnen, West Linn
is under a lot of growing pressures in the next few years,
including population and transportation increases.

“Changes are on our doorstep,” Sonnen said. “The council wants to be in a position to act rather than
react.”

In this visioning process, the city is hoping to gather as much community information as possible
through a variety of means.

Some of the questions the city is asking on its website include: “Should the property along the
Willamette River between Bolton and Willamette be retained for industrial use or eventually
redeveloped? Do you want to see a historic interpretive center with shops, restaurants and a hotel? A
resident development? A park? Do you want to continue the pattern of strip commercial development
along Highway 43, or do you want to provide for more concentrated development in mixed-use centers
offering a variety of goods and services?”

This summer, city staff attended three neighborhood association meetings — Bolton-Sunset,
Robinwood and Willamette - to talk about the corridor. A total of 41 people attended those meetings,
according to Sonnen.

The city also has a wealth of information about the corridor and its impacts on its website, in addition
to a survey for citizens and a map of the area where locations of concern or importance are highlighted.

“We are trying to reach people in different ways and get them to take a longer view,” Sonnen said.

So far, 155 residents have taken the survey. Of those, 94 percent think the corridor needs to be
improved. The top issues of concern for Highway. 43 and Willamette Falls Drive were the high traffic
volumes and congestion, lack of sidewalks and bike lanes and that it is unsafe for pedestrians.

The survey also asks about factors that influence where residents live, services they would like to see ~
such as mass transit or public transportation — pedestrian and bicycle safety, job opportunities and areas
needing improvement.
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Public input sought at meeting on future of Highway 43 Page 2 of 2

Of the areas cited as needing the most improvement, the Robinwood commercial area was top on the
list, with Highway 43 and the Bolton area/Central Village coming in second and third.

Areas on the survey residents want preserved include the historic Willamette commercial district,
parks and open spaces and viewpoints along Willamette Falls Drive.

On the map, the city allowed residents to select areas they would like to see changed, improved or
preserved.

So far, the city is seeing some trends forming. Residents are preferring concentrated areas of
development; they want more amenities worth walking to and a broader variety of housing types.

“It’s really up to the community,” Sonnen said. “It gives people the opportunity to change course at
this point.”

Sonnen said there was a lot of interest in developing the I-205 and Highway 43 interchange.
Other suggestions included a historic attraction, more lodging and improving the riverfront district.

“People are brainstorming. That’s what this is about,” Sonnen said. “This is the opportunity for people
to consider what they want West Linn to be.”

After the community meeting, city staff and the city council will review all the information, working
with consultants from Crandall Arambula. During this first phase, the city is hoping to identify needs,
desires and barriers; name places the community wants preserved, enhanced or changed; discover the
physical and regulatory constraints of the corridor; and develop design concepts.

If the council determines that the community wants significant change to the corridor, it can start
planning for those amendments, which may include zoning changes, amendments to the comprehensive
plan and design guidelines.

While the city is encouraging all ideas big and small, there are government and natural restrictions
that may inhibit some concepts.

At the Sept. 29 meeting, city staff will give a brief presentation about what they have heard so far, the
realities of the area, the typography of the land and the constraints. Then, small groups will be formed to
generate ideas. Major themes will then be brought back to the larger group. Childcare and refreshments
will be provided.

The Sept. 29 meeting will be at 6:30 p.m. in the commons at Rosemont Ridge Middle School, 20001
Salamo Road. For more information, contact Sara Javoronok at 503-722-5512, or sjavoronok@westlin

noregon.gov or Zach Pelz at 503-723-2542, or zpelz@west
linnoregon.gov. To take the survey, visit http://westlinnore

gon.gov/vision/survey/.

Copyright 2011 Pamplin Media Group, 6605 S.E. Lake Road, Portland, OR 97222 « 503-226-6397
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WestLinn A Tidings

GUEST OPINION

Shape the future of the city

BY MIKE JONES
, Sep 22. 2011

One of the West Linn City Council’s
unanimously adopted goals for the year is to have
the community develop a long-term vision that
will encourage desirable change and discourage
undesirable change along Highway 43/Willamette
Falls Drive. The council wants to hear the
community’s desires and ideas for the future for
the Hwy. 43/Willamette Falls Drive corridor —
including the commercial, residential and
industrial areas beside these roads — at a
workshop on Sept. 29 at 6:30 p.m. in Rosemont
Ridge Middle School’s commons.

I encourage you to find time in your busy schedule to
attend this important meeting and to help shape the future
of West Linn.

In the decades to come, West Linn, like other
communities in the region, will likely experience increased population growth and traffic congestion,
potentially higher fuel costs, economic challenges and the uncertainties posed by climate change — all of
which could affect the livability of the community.

At the workshop on Sept. 29, community members will consider some possibilities for the future of the
Hwy. 43/Willamette Falls Drive corridor, brainstorm other ideas and identify their preferences. These
community preferences will be captured in a concept vision.

There are important choices to make. For example, should the property along the Willamette River
between Bolton and Willamette be retained for industrial use or eventually redeveloped as an historic
interpretive center with shops, restaurants and a hotel — as a park or as something else?

Should we continue the pattern of strip commercial development along Hwy. 43 or, should we provide
for more concentrated development in mixed-use centers offering a variety of goods and services?
Should we provide for growth in a way that reduces dependence on automobiles? Child care for ages
four and up and light refreshments will be provided at the workshop. I hope to see you there and I thank
you for sharing your time with the city of West Linn.

For more information about this project, visit http://westlinnoregon.gov/vision or contact Sara
Javoronok at 503-722-5512, sjavoronok@westlinnoregon.gov or Zach Pelz at 503-723-2542,
zpelz@westlinnoregon.gov.

Mike Jones is a West Linn City Council member

Copyright 2011 Pamplin Media Group, 6605 S.E. Lake Road, Portland, OR 97222  503-226-6397
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From: Pelz, Zach

To: Pelz. Zach

Bcc:

Subject: Highway 43/Willamette Falls Drive Corridor Vision Workshop Sept. 29 at 6:30 pm
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2011 2:55:00 PM

West Linn/Wilsonville Parent Teacher Association members;

The West Linn Planning Department is hosting a community workshop on Thursday, September 29
at 6:30 pm at the Rosemont Ridge Middle School to solicit input from residents about what they
see as problems and prospects for the Highway 43 and Willamette Falls Drive Corridor and to share
their ideas for ways to improve the area over the coming 20-30 years. This discussion is extremely
relevant to you because we will be discussing ideas that could likely be implemented as your
children age and raise their own families in West Linn. The information below provides a bit of
background regarding the September 29th workshop, please feel free to use the information to
distribute to your neighborhood members, friends and anyone else you think may be interested in

this event.

Thanks again, and | look forward to seeing you on the 29"

Zach

It's your chance to shape the future of West Linn. Your thoughts and opinions can impact
the future of West Linn. The City Council requests that you and other community members
share your ideas for the future of West Linn at a workshop on September 29 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Rosemont Ridge Middle School Commons. We want you to consider possibilities for the future
of the Highway 43 /Willamette Falls Drive corridor that are based on the desires expressed by
your neighbors, brainstorm other ideas for the future of the area, and identify your
preferences. The intent is to capture the community’s preferences in a concept vision that can
be implemented to encourage desirable change and discourage undesirable change as the area
evolves.

There are important choices to make. For example, should the property along the
Willamette River between Bolton and Willamette be retained for industrial use or
eventually redeveloped? Do you want to see an historic interpretive center with shops,
restaurants and a hotel? Residential development? A park? Do you want to continue
the pattern of strip commercial development along Highway 43, or do you want to
provide for more concentrated development in mixed use centers offering a variety of
goods and services?

Over the summer, City staff met with neighborhoods and surveyed residents to find out
what they wanted to see in the Highway 43 /Willamette Falls Drive corridor over the
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next 20-30 years. Nearly 95 percent of the survey respondents think the corridor
could be improved. They identified current problems that they want addressed and
expressed their ideas for the long term future of the area. (See

http://westlinnoregon.gov/vision/help-shape-vision).

We have identified some possibilities for the future of the corridor based on these
ideas. Now it’s your turn. Please take advantage of this rare opportunity to shape the
future of your community.

For more information, visit http://westlinnoregon.gov/vision or contact Sara
Javoronok at 503-722-5512, sjavoronok@westlinnoregon.gov or Zach Pelz at 503-723-
2542, zpelz@westlinnoregon.gov.
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From:

To:

Bcc:

Subject: Highway 43/Willamette Falls Drive Corridor Vision Workshop Sept. 29 at 6:30 pm
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2011 2:04:00 PM

Good afternoon,

The West Linn Planning Department would like to extend a big thank you for visiting our website to
give us your thoughts about a Vision for the Highway 43 and Willamette Falls Drive Corridor. Your
input has given us a great foundation to work from as we head into our community-wide
workshop on September 29 at 6:30 pm at the Rosemont Ridge Middle School. At the September

29th workshop; we want you to consider possibilities for the future of the Highway 43/Willamette
Falls Drive corridor that are based on the desires expressed by you and your neighbors, brainstorm
other ideas for the future of the area, and identify your preferences. The intent is to capture the
community’s preferences in a concept vision that can be implemented to encourage desirable
change and discourage undesirable change as the area evolves.

There are important choices to make. For example, should the property along the Willamette River
between Bolton and Willamette be retained for industrial use or eventually redeveloped? Do you
want to see an historic interpretive center with shops, restaurants and a hotel? Residential
development? A park? Do you want to continue the pattern of strip commercial development
along Highway 43, or do you want to provide for more concentrated development in mixed use
centers offering a variety of goods and services?

From information collected at neighborhood meetings and through our online survey, nearly 95
percent of you said that you think the corridor could be improved. You and your neighbors
identified current problems to address and also ideas for the long term future of the area. (See
http://westlinnoregon.gov/vision/help-shape-vision).

Please join us to continue this discussion and share your ideas for a Vision for the Highway 43
and Willamette Falls Drive Corridor on Thursday, September 29, 2011, at 6:30 pm at the
Rosemont Ridge Middle School Commons here in West Linn.

For more information, visit http://westlinnoregon.gov/vision or contact Sara Javoronok at 503-
722-5512, sjavoronok@westlinnoregon.gov or Zach Pelz at 503-723-2542,
zpelz@westlinnoregon.gov.

Light refreshments and child care for ages four and up will be provided at the workshop.

Thanks again for all your great input and I'm looking forward to seeing you on the 29",

Zach
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From: Pelz, Zach

To: Neighborhood Associatj j
Subject: Highway 43/Willamette Falls Drive Corridor Vision Workshop Sept. 29 at 6:30 pm
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2011 2:20:00 PM

West Linn Neighborhood Association Presidents;

I spoke with many of you early in the week about a community workshop the West Linn Planning
Department is hosting on Thursday, September 29 at 6:30 pm at the Rosemont Ridge Middle
School and invited you and your neighborhood residents to attend. Please feel free to use the
information below to distribute to your neighborhood members and anyone else you think may be
interested in this event.

Thanks again, and | look forward to seeing you on the 291

Zach

It's your chance to shape the future of West Linn. Your thoughts and opinions can impact
the future of West Linn. The City Council requests that you and other community members
share your ideas for the future of West Linn at a workshop on September 29 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Rosemont Ridge Middle School Commons. We want you to consider possibilities for the future
of the Highway 43 /Willamette Falls Drive corridor that are based on the desires expressed by
your neighbors, brainstorm other ideas for the future of the area, and identify your
preferences. The intent is to capture the community’s preferences in a concept vision that can
be implemented to encourage desirable change and discourage undesirable change as the area
evolves.

There are important choices to make. For example, should the property along the
Willamette River between Bolton and Willamette be retained for industrial use or
eventually redeveloped? Do you want to see an historic interpretive center with shops,
restaurants and a hotel? Residential development? A park? Do you want to continue
the pattern of strip commercial development along Highway 43, or do you want to
provide for more concentrated development in mixed use centers offering a variety of
goods and services?

Over the summer, City staff met with neighborhoods and surveyed residents to find out
what they wanted to see in the Highway 43 /Willamette Falls Drive corridor over the
next 20-30 years. Nearly 95 percent of the survey respondents think the corridor
could be improved. They identified current problems that they want addressed and
expressed their ideas for the long term future of the area. (See

http://westli vision/help-shape-vision)

We have identified some possibilities for the future of the corridor based on these
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ideas. Now it’s your turn. Please take advantage of this rare opportunity to shape the
future of your community.

For more information, visit http://westlinnoregon.gov/vision or contact Sara
Javoronok at 503-722-5512, sjavoronok@westlinnoregon.gov or Zach Pelz at 503-723-
2542, zpelz@westlinnoregon.gov.
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From: Pelz, Zach

To: Pelz, Zach

Cc: Javoronok, Sara; Sonnen, John

Bec:

Subject: Highway 43/Willamette Falls Drive Corridor Vision Workshop Sept. 29 at 6:30 pm
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2011 1:40:00 PM

Good afternoon,

The West Linn Planning Department would like to extend a big thank you for making it out to our
initial meetings and workshops and participating in our online survey to give us your thoughts
about a Vision for the Highway 43 and Willamette Fails Drive Corridor. Your input has given us a
great foundation to work from as we head into our community-wide workshop on September 29

at 6:30 pm at the Rosemont Ridge Middle School. At the September 29t workshop; we want you
to consider possibilities for the future of the Highway 43/Willamette Falls Drive corridor that are
based on the desires expressed by you and your neighbors, brainstorm other ideas for the future of
the area, and identify your preferences. The intent is to capture the community’s preferences in a
concept vision that can be implemented to encourage desirable change and discourage undesirable
change as the area evolves.

There are important choices to make. For example, should the property along the Willamette River
between Bolton and Willamette be retained for industrial use or eventually redeveloped? Do you
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want to see an historic interpretive center with shops, restaurants and a hotel? Residential
development? A park? Do you want to continue the pattern of strip commercial development
along Highway 43, or do you want to provide for more concentrated development in mixed use
centers offering a variety of goods and services?

From information collected at neighborhood meetings and through our online survey, nearly 95

percent of you said that you think the corridor could be improved. You and your neighbors

identified current problems to address and also ideas for the long term future of the area. (See
westlinn ov/visi elp-shape-vision).

Please join us to continue this discussion and share your ideas for a Vision for the Highway 43
and Willamette Falls Drive Corridor on Thursday, September 29, 2011, at 6:30 pm at the
Rosemont Ridge Middle School Commons here in West Linn.

For more information, visit http://westlinnoregon.gov/vision or contact Sara Javoronok at 503-

722-5512, sjavoronok@westlinnoregon.gov or Zach Pelz at 503-723-2542,
zpelz@westlinnoregon.gov.
Light refreshments and child care for ages four and up will be provided at the workshop.

Thanks again for all your great input and I'm looking forward to seeing you on the 29",

Zach
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West Linn Update

It's your chance!
Help shape the future of West Linn.

Your thoughts and opinions can impact the future of
West Linn. The City Council requests that you and
other community members share your ideas for the
future of West Linn at a workshop on September 29
at 6:30 p.m. at the Rosemont Ridge Middle School
Commons. We want you to consider possibilities for
the future of the Highway 43/Willamette Falls Drive
corridor that are based on the desires expressed

by your neighbors, brainstorm other ideas for the
future of the area, and identify your preferences. The
intent is to capture the community’s preferences in a
concept vision that can be implemented to encourage
desirable change and discourage undesirable change
as the area evolves.

There are important choices to make. For example, should the property along the Willamette River between
Bolton and Willamette be retained for industrial use or eventually redeveloped? Do you want to see an
historic interpretive center with shops, restaurants and a hotel? Residential development? A park? Do you
want to continue the pattern of strip commercial development along Highway 43, or do you want to provide
for more concentrated development in mixed use centers offering a variety of goods and services?

Over the summer, City staff met with neighborhoods and surveyed residents to find out what they wanted
to see in the Highway 43/Willamette Falls Drive corridor over the next 20-30 years. Nearly 95 percent of the
survey respondents think the corridor could be improved. They identified current problems that they want
addressed and expressed their ideas for the long term future of the area.

See http://westlinnoregon.gov/vision.

We have identified some possibilities for the future of the corridor based on these ideas. Now it’s your turn.
Please take advantage of this rare opportunity to shape the future of your community.

Light refreshments and child care for ages four and up will be provided at the workshop. Please come!

For more information, visit http://westlinnoregon.gov/vision or contact Sara Javoronok at (503),722:5512,
siavoronok@westlinnoregon.gov or Zach Pelz at (503) 723-2542, zpelz@westlinnoregon.gov.



Highway 43 & Willamette Falls Drive Vision—About the Project

Background
Cities change. Rather than reacting to development pressures, the West
Linn City Council wants the community to create a vision for the Highway

43/Willamette Falls Drive corridor that the City can implement to encourage

desirable change and discourage undesirable change as the area evolves.

The Project

The project is proposed to be completed in three phases. The first phase
involves an assessment of the community's desires for the long-term future
of the corridor. it will culminate with a City-wide workshop in September
that will generate a concept vision for the Corridor. If there is community
support for a vision for the future of the corridor, the City Council will
proceed with the project. That entails refining the concept vision in Phase i
and implementation of the vision in Phase Ill through amendments to the
City's Comprehensive Plan and zoning ordinance as well as possible
economic development strategies and public investments.

We Need Your Help

The City Council requests that you and other community members share
your ideas for the future of West Linn at a workshop on September 29 at
6:30 p.m. at the Rosemont Ridge Middle School Commons. We want you
to consider possibilities for the future of the Highway 43/Willamette Falls
Drive corridor that are based on the desires expressed by your neighbors,
brainstorm other ideas for the future of the area, and identify your
preferences.

TR
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Additional Information
Website:
http://westlinnoregon.gov,
vision

Planning Staff:

Sara Javoronok at 503-722-
5512, sjavo-
ronok@westlinnoregon.gov
Zach Pelz at 503-723-2542,
zpelz@westlinnoregon.gov
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Envisioning improvements along Highway 43 Page 1 of 2

WestLinn A.Tidings

Envisioning improvements along Highway 43

BY LORI HALL
The West Linn Tidings, Oct 6. 2011

Less traffic congestion, more bike lanes and
better walking paths are on top of West Linn
residents' list of wanted improvements for the

city.
More than 120 residents turned out for the city's

visioning workshop Sept. 29 at Rosemont Ridge Middle
School.

In an effort to shape West Linn's future growth and
design, the city is in the process of seeking input on how
residents see the Highway 43/Willamette Falls Drive
corridor developing in the next 20 to 30 years.

= -

LORI HALL / WEST LINN TIDINGS
R Residents held roundtable discussions during a Sept.

At the Sept. 29 workshop, the city shared the 29 meeting on what they would like to see in the

information it has gathered so far and received more future along Highway 43 and Willamette Falls Drive.
opinions and ideas from attendees.

"It's amazing how many people are getting involved," said Mayor John Kovach to the audience. "If you
have a plan, you might get there. If we have a plan, perhaps we can do better. We want to be ahead of the
curve on growth. This meeting is about you and what you'd like to see."

The area involved in this visioning process spans wider than just the two roads, Highway 43 and
Willamette Falls Drive. It also includes neighborhoods and shopping centers, such as Robinwood
shopping center, the Willamette neighborhood and the Bolton neighborhood.

“This is much more than those two major roads,” said Planning Director John Sonnen. “Really, you're
in the driver's seat.”

The city is using consultants Crandall Arambula to help direct the vision process. They specialize in
city redevelopment. The consulting cost for this phase of the process is $25,000.

At the workshop, George Candrall and Don Arambula gave a presentation of what attributes make a
city or neighborhood function.

Crandall said the ideal neighborhood looks like a circle, with business in the center and housing
spreading out from the center, gradually decreasing in density. Using a network of bike paths, sidewalks
and roads, residents would travel toward the center of the village to do their business, run errands and
recreate.

Arambula said the vision would be to build on to the city's existing commercial centers to create small
villages. He said the best villages contain employment, mass transit, a park, retail stores, streets and a
wide range of housing.

Areas the consultants were looking at for the village concept include Bolton, the Willamette historical
area, the property near the West Linn/Oregon City Arch Bridge and the Robinwood community.

At the workshop, after the presentation, residents broke out into small groups. Participants were asked
to fill out a worksheet asking their level of support on various project ideas.
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Envisioning improvements along Highway 43 Page 2 of 2

Alicia Tomasi said she attended the meeting because they are relatively new to the Bolton
neighborhood having moved there a year and a half ago and wanted to know what was going on and
being proposed.

Willamette resident Ron York expressed concern about access, bike and pedestrian paths and traffic.
Most residents spoke about transportation and the notion of more bike and pedestrian access.

Another area the city received a lot of positive feedback on was the idea of creating an esplanade along
the Willamette River.

Sonnen said residents also seemed to like the vision of making the area near the arch bridge into a
historical tourist attraction complete with a hotel.

The city will take all the information from previous neighborhood meetings, the online survey and the
workshop, and identify the major themes.

The main supported ideas will be presented to the City Council during its Nov. 21 meeting. From there
if the council determines that the community wants significant change, it will start planning for
amendments and growth. The consultants will do a rough feasibility study of the themes.

b

Sonnen said the city will likely post another refined survey online for residents in a few weeks.

"We want to give people another opportunity upon reflection to continue to support this," said
Sonnen.

Copyright 2011 Pamplin Media Group, 6605 S.E. Lake Road, Portland, OR 97222 « 503-226-6397
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ATTACHMENT 3

PUBLIC INPUT PRIOR TO COMMUNITY
WORKSHOP
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Highway 43 /Willamette Falls Drive Vision Project

WHAT WE HAVE HEARD SO FAR
September 29, 2011

The approximately 200 people who attended workshops at neighborhood meetings or responded
to surveys provided a wealth of information, including the following:

Transportation
e 88% of the respondents to the online survey said that it is important to create safe pedestrian

access to commercial areas, schools, and parks. Respondents identified specific locations for
improved pedestrian crossings. The need for safe crosswalks also came up numerous times in
the workshops.

e 80% of the survey respondents said safe bicycle access to corridor destinations is
important. Continuous sidewalks or bike paths along Highway 43 and Willamette Falls Drive
came up repeatedly in the workshop discussions.

® 78% of the survey respondents said that frequent transit should be a component of the
vision for the corridor.

* 45% of the survey respondents indicated that Highway 43 should be improved to ease traffic
congestion; 42% said the same for Willamette Falls Drive.

e 11% of the survey respondents noted that access to corridor destinations was inconvenient.
In addition, several business operators/developers that were surveyed called for improving
access to businesses along Highway 43.

ommunity Centers

e Participants at the workshops expressed interest in building on existing commercial centers to
create small “villages” with:

o pedestrian plazas; and

o walkable business areas containing restaurants, entertainment, clothing stores, other
businesses meeting community needs, “interesting things worth walking to,” hardware and
office supply stores, and daycare for the employees’ children. Survey respondents noted
that they most often leave town for restaurants (19%), arts and entertainment (18%),
and clothing (12%).

e Some workshop attendees support the idea of providing for higher density housing near
shopping areas to help sustain desired businesses and provide opportunities to reduce
dependence on automobiles.

* 11% of the survey respondents want to create a cohesive downtown/central gathering
place.

e Some of the surveyed business owners suggested adding more commercial uses to draw in
customers from outside of the area and called for better parking in Bolton and Willamette.

Neighborhoods

¢ The top factors respondents cited in deciding where to live in coming years included:
attractive neighborhoods (24%), distance to daily/weekly shopping (21%), and
proximity to parks and open space (21%).

» Participants at workshops suggested providing for a variety of housing types that can attract a
broad array of residents, including small homes to attract young people/families and empty
nesters.
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Robinwood Shopping Center
Numerous people expressed interest in revitalizing the Robinwood Shopping Center. 34 percent of

survey respondents said that the Robinwood Commercial Area provided the best opportunity
for positive change in the Corridor. Initial ideas for that area include:

e adding entertainment businesses and neighborhood/pedestrian oriented businesses; and

e afacelift or a new theme, perhaps in a mixed use village concept.

1-205 and Highway 43 interchange and the Arch Bridge
e Several people suggested redeveloping the areas around the 1-205 and Highway 43

interchange and the Arch Bridge. Ideas for the future of these areas include:

o creation of a gateway to West Linn;

o an historic attraction near the Arch Bridge;

o more intensive development that could include, a hotel, offices and higher density housing
with views of the river; and

o walkways/bike paths leading to viewpoints of the Willamette River Falls, and extending
to Willamette.

e There is interest in considering the opportunities and implications of High Capacity Transit
along I-205 in coming years.

Willamette Falls Drive between Highway 4 d Willamette

e Some people suggested redeveloping the bus garage and recycling center along Willamette Falls
Drive to better utilize views of the Willamette Falls.

o There is interest in redeveloping the Blue Heron site. Ideas expressed thus far include a hotel,
high density housing, a river district with shops/mixed use, or a park.

¢ Also, a few people expressed interest in eventually converting the mill, if it ceases operation, to
an historic attraction with restaurants and shops, light industrial, or perhaps technology firm
start-ups.

Willamette

e People want to protect the historic Willamette area, but some residents are open to
bolstering its role as a destination. The ideas raised so far include adding a hotel in character
with existing commercial development, additional shops and higher density housing
(townhomes and condos) within walking distance of the commercial area to help support the
desired businesses and provide opportunities to reduce dependence on automobiles.

e There is also interest in a traffic signal or roundabout at 10th Street and Willamette Falls
Drive and ornamental street lights in the commercial area.

Aesthetics
* About 15% of the survey respondents and several people at workshops desired streetscape
improvements (e.g, coordinated landscaping, street lights, benches and trash receptacles).
¢ Some people called for gateways to West Linn in Robinwood and near the intersection of
Highway 43 and I-205.
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(Q.1) Do you think that the Highway 43/Willamette Falls Drive Corridor

should be improved? Total (Pct.
Yes 134 94%
No 8 6%
(Q.2) What are your top THREE issues with the current conditions along

Highway 43? Total |Pct.
lack of sidewalks/bike lanes 46| 14%
road design is unwelcoming/unsafe for pedestrians 35| 11%
poorly defined streetscape 26 8%
fack of retail/entertainment/cultural opportunities 19 6%
Roadway is inadequate to handle traffic volume 144| 45%
Beautiful natural appearance 3 1%
Shabby looking development in corridor and numerous vacant spaces 28 9%
Poor public transit 12 4%
Noise 2 1%
Cost 2 1%
Lack of action by City to implement change 4 1%
Inconvenient parking 1 0%
(Q.3) What are your top THREE issues with the current conditions along

Willamette Falls Drive? Total |Pct.
lack of sidewalks/bike lanes 35) 16%
road design is unwelcoming/unsafe for pedestrians 25| 12%
poorly defined streetscape 19 9%
lack of retail/entertainment/cultural opportunities 13 6%
Roadway is inadequate to handle traffic volume 91| 42%
Beautiful natural appearance 2 1%
Shabby looking development in corridor and numerous vacant spaces 17 8%
Poor public transit 4 2%
Noise 1 0%
Cost 0 0%
Lack of action by City to implement change 0 0%
Inconvenient parking 10 5%
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(Q.4) Please identify the top three factors in your decision about where you

will live in the coming years. Total |Pct.
distance to daily/weekly shopping or service needs 81| 21%
Proximity to schools 391 10%
Proximity to parks, trails or open space 82| 21%
Housing affordability 441 11%
Walking distance to public transportation 28 7%
Attractive neighborhood 94| 24%
Other 27 7%
(Q.5) If you selected other for the question regarding your decision to stay or
relocate in coming years (Q.4) please describe Total |Pct.
Would like a new center in the location of the former Zupans 2 5%
Crime 6] 15%
Government overreach/spending 2l 5%
Distance to work 5| 12%
Pedestrian safety 2 5%
Quality schools 6| 15%
Good neighborhoods 9{ 22%
Sun exposure 1 2%
Taxes 1 2%
Access to public transit 2 5%
Proximity to cultural/entertainment/recreation destinations 4] 10%
Medical services 1 2%
(Q.6.) Do you use any of these West Linn centers on a daily or weekly basis?

Total {Pct.
Willamette Main Street 65| 38%
Bolton Commercial Center 62| 37%
Robinwood Commercial Center 42 25%
(Q.7) Identify the top three goods, services or activities you currently leave
town for, but would like to have locally available Total |Pct.
Restaurants 79 19%
Office supplies 28 7%
Clothing and apparel 50| 12%
Sporting goods 24 6%
Fitness center 44 11%
Medical 25 6%
Appliances 8 2%
Employment 36 9%
Arts & Entertainment/cultural events 75| 18%
Education/professional development 8 2%
Other 36 9%
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(Q.8) If you selected other for the question regarding your goods, services or

activities you leave town for {Q.7) please describe Total |Pct.
Hotel/motel 1 2%
Employment 1 2%
Specialty grocer 9] 20%
Bookstore 3 7%
Department store 3 7%
Recreational/entertainment opportunities 12| 27%
Building supplies/hardware stores 4 9%
Pharmacy 2 5%
Auto repair/maintenance 2 5%
Bakery/coffee shops 44 9%
Bike shop/sports retail 2 5%
Dog park 1 2%
(Q.9) Should frequent transit be a component of the Vision for the Corridor?

Total (Pct.
Yes 110 78%
No 31| 22%
(Q.10) How important is it to create safe pedestrian access to corridor
destinations (e.g. commercial areas, schools, parks)? Total |Pct.
Important 126 88%
Unimportant 6 4%
Unsure 12 8%
(Q.11) Where are the most important pedestrian crossings in the corridor?

Total |Pct.
Cedar Oak/Hwy 43/Hidden Springs 16| 18%
Mary S Young/Hwy 43 12| 13%
Bolton Central Village/Library 15| 16%
12th/WFD - Commercial Area 12| 13%
WFD/Hwy 43 11 12%
WLHS 3 3%
Jolie Pt/Hwy 43 3 3%
McKillican/Hood/Hwy 43 9| 10%
10th St/8th Ct 1l 1%
Burns St/Hwy 43 1 1%
Pimlico/Hwy 43 1 1%
Failing St/Hwy 43 1 1%
Marylhurst/Hwy 43 2 2%
West A/Hwy 43 2l 2%
Buck St/Hwy 43 1 1%
WFD/Fields Bridge Park 1 1%
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(Q.12) How important is it to create safe bicycle access to corridor

destinations? Total (Pct.
Important 114 80%
Unimportant 14} 10%
Unsure 15| 10%
(Q.13) How important is it to create more local job opportunities? Total |Pct.
Important 96| 68%
Unimportant 241 17%
Unsure 21 15%
(Q.14) Which areas of the Corridor provide the best opportunities for positive

change? Total |Pct.
Robinwood Commercial Area 31| 34%
Paper Mill/Arch Bridge 9] 10%
Willamette Historic Commercial District 9| 10%
Hwy 43 14| 15%
WFD/Hwy 43/Entire Corridor 7 8%
WFD 7 8%
Bolton Area/Central Village 12| 13%
Hwy 43/Pimlico 1 1%
Mary S Young Park 1 1%
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(Q.15) Which areas of the Corridor should be protected from change? Total |Pct.
Historic Willamette Commercial District 21| 29%
Viewpoints along WFD 11] 15%
Parks/open space/trails 17] 23%
Riparian corridors 8| 11%
Historic buildings and districts 3 4%
Existing neighborhoods 2 3%
Everything that is not currently developed 4 5%
Bolton Area/Central Village 2 3%
None - entire Corridor needs work 5 7%
(Q.16) Do you have any additional thoughts or ideas about the Study Corridor

we should know about? Total |Pct.
leave it as it is 1 2%
Fix access issues to commercial area near Mill on WFD 1 2%
Better manage signage 1 2%
Attract employment and commerce 5 9%
Keep trees and protect our watershed 1 2%
Access to corridor is inconvenient 6] 11%
improve the appearance of the streetscape 8| 15%
Do not allow unlimited commercialization of the corridor 5 9%
Improve trails and sidewalks on Hwy 43/WFD 8] 15%
Create a cohesive downtown/central gathering spaces 6| 11%
Provide noise and safety barriers 2 4%
Minimize use of urban renewal or TIF programs 1 2%
Consider urban renewal for Robinwood and 43/1-205 area 1 2%
Better public transit/transit from the Corridor to the top of the hill 6| 11%
Showcase the Willamette Falls 1 2%
Protect housing values 1 2%
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Highway 43 /Willamette Falls Drive Vision
PUBLIC INPUT AUGUST 2011
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] CiTy OF

West Linn

HIGHWAY 43/WILLAMETTE FALLS DR

July 26, 2011

Notes for round robin on challenges/issues, needs, and opportunities

CHALLENGES/ ISSUES

*

Topography
Road easement varies/narrow

Investment in maintenance

State ownership

Community understanding  *****
Wildlife/floodplain/environmental constraints
Failed intersection — volume/alignment  *

Individual notes turned in:
Issues
Traffic volume
Pedestrian safety
Continuity from one side of highway to the other
Visual cohesiveness/beauty
Traffic flow (through)
Perception of growth (negative)
Perception of change
Discontinuity between Lake Oswego and West Linn

Challenges
Financial investment/maintenance

No sidewalks

Constriction

Funding

Land use

Perception of growth and change

State ownership

Narrow right of way in certain areas constrains bike path

NEEDS (PROBLEMS TO ADDRESS) & DESIRES

Robinwood — misaligned Cedaroak/Hidden Springs

Page 58 of 86



No accessibility to places — lack of identity

Road improvement — bike, pedestrian improvements
Pedestrian oriented development *

Traffic volume *

Continuous sidewalks & bike paths

Transit — WFD/43 corridor — not timely/shelters  *
Caufield narrow — topography
Topographic limitations
Planned business/retail
Negative perception of growth
Capitalize on opportunity of thru traffic

Safety zone (where get off bus) to cross road

Path along river away from traffic

43 toward OC - traffic disaster onto 205

Educate kid re: density

Trees and lights

Multi-family housing — density goal — pedestrian oriented/mixed use
Continuity on both sides of the road (Linnton)

No big parking lots along street

Connect business, library.... *

*

*

*

Individual notes turned in:
Pedestrian-oriented development
Mixed-use
Multi-family housing
Concentrated housing around Bolton Center and Robinwood
Neighborhood oriented development (node)
Beautification
Continuous sidewalk/bike path
Safety zones (medians) for crossing Hwy 43
Street trees/beautify corridor
Mixed-use zoning in some areas to allow housing next to main street
Eliminate massive parking lots adjacent to road

Problems

Highway 32/Caufield Rd is narrow and topography is high/low

Robinwood (Cedar Oak Rd and Hidden Springs Rd need to align to assist traffic flow)
Highway 43 merging northbound onto I-205 is bogged down

10™ Street/Willamette Falls Dr failing, Tannler and Blankenship failed

Bus service is slow and infrequent

Desires
Connect community with bikes, walking along main corridor
Timely transportation
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Create pedestrian plaza, living (condos/townhomes) for town centers in our different business
districts

OPPORTUNITIES

Build on existing transportation infrastructure - sidewalks, etc.

Underground utilities when possible

Use landscaping and redevelopment to create beauty

Take advantage of river access *

Opportunity to take advantage of redevelopment to create thoughtful access to 43 (Central Village)
Opportunity to structure code to reduce the need to travel outside of the city

Create pedestrian plazas surrounded by condo/townhouse development in business districts *****x*

Individual notes turned in:
Housing — especially for Marylhurst
Density
Islands, landscaping
Shopping
Capitalize on business opportunities of capturing through traffic
Natural charm
River access/identity
Willamette Falls
Oregon City Bridge and union of two communities
Local ownership and decision-making
Underground utilities during Lake Oswego construction
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ATTACHMENT 4

PUBLIC INPUT AT COMMUNITY
WORKSHOP
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West Linn

Comprehensive list of comments received from

September 29, 2011, Community Workshop

for
Highway 43 /Willamette Falls Drive Vision

Compiled by West Linn Planning Department
22500 Salamo Rd., West Linn, OR 97068
October 14,2011
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*All comments are presented as written on the workshop comment form and are grouped by
topic. Original comment forms are on file with the City of West Linn Planning Department.

Transportation

e [If43istoremain under ODOT we need to be able to demand cooperation of both ODOT
and City to make improvements when opportunity arises - if improvements at time of water
to Oswego to put widening underground utilities, bike/ped, curbs, beautification for city
identity etc.

e | see a problem with commuter traffic along 43 if there are "destination" roads.

e Support for "complete streets" & some "friction" to help congestion seems counter-intuitive
but to help access points.

e Concern that “complete street” will increase congestion.

e Slow traffic between centers.

e Maintain mobility but include protected bike & pedestrian ways.

e Hwy 43 from LO to Hwy 205 should be designed to speed traffic through.

e How to discourage through traffic?

e No solution offered for our 20,000/day vehicle trips - how will centers fix that?

e Don't engineer streets to tightly, there will always be long or large vehicles that need to
negotiate streets.

e Hwy 43 Planis done, use it.

e |mproved access to 205 at arch bridge.

e Widen and improve WFD from Willamette to Arch Bridge = bike and pedestrian walkway.
e Highway 43 should be 3 lanes all the way with left turns in middle lane.

e 43 needs to be much wider.

e Don't widen 43.

e Increase left turn lanes on 43.

e Arch Bridge historic area to the Max potential of crosswalks and turn pockets along 43 from
Oswego through Bolton

e Need traffic light in Willamette at 10th & 8"
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10th Street is a traffic mess, this needs fixing.
8th Court shouldn't be a dead end.
Re-route traffic on WFD.

Close off WFD from Methodist church north to former community church at the corner of
10th street.

More walkways, stoplights, transit.

Traffic light on Pimlico; Light at Pimlico.

Traffic light at Pimlico & 43.

Highway 43 sidewalks and bike lane and WFD.

Really bad backup Hwy 43 as folks go to freeway getting caught by metering lights.
Widen Highway 43 to 3 lanes for left turns.

Left hand turn lanes on Hwy 43 to limit congestion and danger (3 lanes all the way).
Make a left turn lane onto Buck St coming from 205 or 3 lanes all the way on 43.
Left-turn lane at Buck St/Caufield is dangerous.

Relieve traffic congestion at intersection of 43/WFD - possibly with a roundabout.
Possibly roundabouts on 43 at needed locations.

Traffic circle at Arch Bridge 43/WFD interchange and pedestrian linkage to Oregon City.
Rename Willamette Drive for WL's founder, Robert Moore, end the confusion with WFD.

Corridors and the river will be needed again in the near future for renewed barging. Marine
freight movement is green, low-carbon, and takes extreme tonnage off our roads and
bridges.

Improve accessways to 43.

WEFD streets, trails, stairways.

Concern about street space needed & encroachment on property along 43.
Don't encroach on Emmanuel Presbyterian Church street front.

Nothing has been done to improve that section of "43 Project" for 50 years!
3 lanes on 1-205 would reduce bypass traffic through Willamette

No Lake Oswego control over West Linn’s main street.
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e Coordinate Hwy 43 & LO Water Treatment-Access lanes, pathways to 43.

Pedestrians /bikes

e Provide for protected bicycle lanes and pedestrian sidewalks.
e Love the idea of connecting Robinwood, Bolton, Bridge and Willamette.

e Find ways for walking connection in some older areas to destination points (i.e., Sunset Area
down to Highway 43 - combine and connect Bolton and Mill together).

e Need better bike/walkways along 43 between "destination areas."

e Try to connect Fields Bridge to Willamette Park.

e Sidewalk along both sides of 43 and bike lanes.

e When pedestrians and bicycles share a promenade, bikes go back on road.

e Protected bikeways are not always a good answer; if they become multi-use, they become
much less suitable for serious commuting.

e Bike/pedestrian should work together.

e Use parallel neighborhood streets to create bike lanes (i.e., parallel to Hwy 43 or WFD).
o Slower traffic flow, more protected crossings.

e Want safe sidewalks.

e Pedestrian and bike routes and safety a high priority.

e Pave Mapleton Dr. to MSY Park's paved trail.

e Improved sidewalks, crosswalks & signaling.

e 43 desperately needs controlled crossings, a light for pedestrians.
e Work with ODOT to increase pedestrian crossings on Hwy 43.

o Need crosswalks along 43.

¢ More pedestrian crossings on 43.

e Increase ease of pedestrian crossings on 43.

e Left turns and crosswalks where needed.

e Crosswalks on 43.

e Better crosswalks across 43.
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Flashing lights and buttons on 43.

Pedestrian and bike access on WFD.

Powered bike lifts.

If 45% are concerned about traffic and we are setting up these plans, shouldn't a land use

review be done before WalMart comes in?
e How are we dealing with traffic?

How does it tie in with Metro plans?

Important for bike lanes & pedestrian access.

Current paths are not well maintained, concern about new plans — invasives, path structure

compromised.

We should give pedestrians the ROW in West Linn, let the impatient pass-through drivers

select another route.

Trail wood

Salamo Rd needs two crosswalks, one at each entrance to Cascade Summit (Safeway) area.

Esplanade/alternative connections

e Focus on esplanade focusing on the rivers and the falls; this is West Linn's greatest asset.

Strong support for esplanade wildlife viewing area along Willamette.

Love the esplanade idea.

e Make a "promenade" along Willamette River.

West Linn needs to find a way to link 10th St & Hwy 43, either by esplanade or a dedicated
bike & ped lane/path; the inability to get from one part of West Linn to the other is a
serious hindrance and impacts quality of life.

Develop esplanade along Willamette.

Riverwalk - hotel, restaurants and shops connecting Arch Bridge and Robinwood - we need

a core!

Extend the esplanade further north.

Continue esplanade to Fields Bridge Park and Mary S Young Park and Oaks Park Boat ramp.

e Expand esplanade to Robinwood neighborhood.
e Have an esplanade along the river from Willamette Park clear to Mary S Young Park.
5
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Continue esplanade up to Mary S Young Park.

An esplanade on river isn't a good idea because this isn’t downtown PDX; this is a natural
bank or residential, with more wildlife concerns.

Esplanade wasteful use of limited resources.
Arch Bridge is part of Bolton; no fat wide esplanade - nature trail.

Waterfront esplanade only if well above high water line and doesn't condemn private
property; some dreams of paths infringe on private land owners.

Transit

Encourage transit throughout.
Need own City public transportation that makes a circular route throughout the day.
City bus system.

Local bus to run corridor between Robinwood commercial area (or Marylhurst) and back to
Fields Bridge, picking up Albertson's on the way.

Leave TriMet, link up with SMART, or similar.

| live near Safeway off Salamo — | would like to see more transit options (mini-bus) linking
Robinwood and Bolton and Willamette with residential areas on hills near City Hall.

Public transit to top of the hill.
Funiculars up and down Skyline to High School and Bolton, Arch Bridge.

| would like to see a trolley or some rail access from Willamette to Robinwood up over the
hill; SMART bus.

Better transit to Portland.

TriMet serve to Tualatin via Legacy Hospital.

No streetcar - bus necessary and ok.

Generate bus route that loops through Salamo Rd. to access market, City Hall, etc.

Route a cute local bus between Fields bridge Park to Robinwood Center and include
Cascade Summit.

Streetcar on 43 from Lake Oswego and turnaround in Willamette for continue to Milwaukie
to connect to MAX.
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e Streetcar or separate bus lane outside of car flow on Hwy 43.
e Future streetcar connection to Lake Oswego/Milwaukie along Hwy 43.
e We need voting seat on LO to Portland Transit.

e Some support to help commuters-street car and direct across to Portland and surrounding
communities.

e We need a through bus from Portland during rush hour.
® Hidden Springs Hwy 43 box so transit rider can see oncoming buses.
e The intersection of Blankenship/DeBok Rd needs a bus shelter and crosswalk.

e Buses should have a turnout refuge so traffic isn't blocked when picking up/dropping off
transfers in LO.

e River bus mass transit, bus turnouts

e Trash/recycling at bus stops and turnouts; bus stop turnouts and trash cans at all stops;
make bus turnouts on Hwy 43 and garbage containers at each bus stop; bus turn outs for
bus stops with trash cans at all stops.

e \Water taxi from Bolton to downtown Portland.

e Return TriMet to this area.

Recreation alternatives

e Increase recreational opportunities; kayak launching into Willamette.

® Redo Fields Bridge Park, baseball fields as they create traffic and impede traffic - make the
park for the neighborhood.

e More parks.

e Bike and walking trails.

Community Centers/alternatives

o Core center connecting Robinwood and Arch Bridge - including hotels, esplanade, history,
shops, restaurants walking areas.

e Don't have a common look or design theme throughout the corridor; let each commercial
center/neighborhood design its own look.
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Mixed-use & higher density housing along arterial.

Prefer not to have 43 turn into NW 23rd.

Need stores for clothing, office supplies.

More entertainment opportunities, teen center.

Fill commercial space.

Would like to see more practical shopping (retailers) opportunities in the centers.
Mixed use.

No WalMart, Trader Joes - it will save gas, wouldn't have to drive to Clackamas, Lake
Oswego.

Encourage a Trader Joes in West Linn. West Linn needs more clean industry (good for the
tax base. Will keep residential taxes down.).

More employment space in destination

We need more businesses in West Linn.

Centers — how much is really sustainable?

City does not need so much retail; already empty stores.

Is there a need for all this retail when we have so many empty spaces?
Centers developed adjacent to 43.

More Department stores like K-mart, Target, etc.

No big box; no WalMart.

Build net zero buildings, make "centers" net zero, install EV charging stations, stormwater
management with sidewalks.

Centers for residential.
Housing

West Linn has highest number of home based businesses - mixed use buildings would work
for them.

Encourage manufacturing-alternative residential artists’ lofts.

You neglected great parking in descriptions of best centers.
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Robinwood Shopping Center

e Traffic southbound on 43 in the evening can take 45 minutes from Robinwood to Bolton
due to I-205 metering lights. | don't think center at Robinwood can work with a highway
running through the middle.

* We don't need the proliferation of retail in Robinwood now, there are 17 places of food
purchases in a 3 block area, 3 karate, 3-4 nails/tan or dry cleaners or dental offices.

e Boring.
e Need clean up of Robinwood retail or office spaces.
e Lots of empty space.

¢ Hidden Grove - specialized memory care center. Attached is a visual rendering and info. On
the management company, Encore.

* Robinwood land use plan should be in place along w/traffic treatments before allowing
WalMart to potentially dominate the traffic generation and retail space.

e No WalMart! | want a Trader Joes!
e Year round farmers market at old Zupans store in Robinwood.

e Robinwood center become hospital medical center.

Bolton

e Grow Bolton neighborhood center and Arch Bridge.

e Establish firm plan so we have something to execute when opportune.
e Need a teen center developed at the old Bolton Station.

e Could old Bolton fire station become satellite police station?

e No development on Buck St. - Historical value, logging history.

1-205 and Highway 43 interchange and the Arch Bridge.

e Develop area near Arch Bridge as public offices.

e Cluster library, senior center, City offices, police station, etc.
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Emphasize cultural center development by Arch Bridge & historic falls area with hotel with
It. industrial & housing. Preserve rural, woodsey flavor & not develop it to like today's
favorite flavor.

Hotel in Arch Bridge area.

Develop the Arch Bridge area-restaurants, hotel, river walk, cultural center, artists’ center.
Create gateway in Arch Bridge area that embraces the esplanade.

Jewel - as center - Arch Bridge.

Arch Bridge Regional Center-Historic Center, hotel, plaza.

Willamette Falls Drive between Highway 43 and Willamette

West Linn needs a core center like Lake Oswego has in Millennium Plaza. This is nothing
here but houses, schools and strip malls. | believe the Blue Heron property is perfect for
that.

A hotel built overlooking the falls would draw people to our city-It would be a memorable
destination for visitors-honeymooners. Beautiful getaway (keeping with the architecture)
of Historic Willamette Village or that of the Blue Heron area.

Potential for drawing in some tourism or history and natural history buffs! Develop falls and
locks area to create a set of things to see between Oregon City and the Blue Heron sites on
both sides of the rider all within walking distance of each other and connected by a loop
trail; remove paper mill.

Some support to buy Blue Heron & develop waterfront esplanade amenities.

Utilize bus garage and recycle areas for more public amenities; find suitable site for bus
barn.

Develop Blue Heron area into a first class river walk style project with a hotel, restaurants,
shops, etc.

35 story condos on Willamette Falls Drive.

Willamette

e Above ground parking/commercial /residential buildings on land behind new Willamette

Fire Hall (convert WFD into a plaza/mall).

10
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Aesthetics/Character

e Gateway entry into West Linn from Lake Oswego that makes a statement.
e Quality streetscapes.
e Reclaim views of river whenever possible.

¢ Maintain feel of community, family, residential - WL is not SE Portland, not Europe-Keep it
ours.

Other

¢ Nice concepts. Put plan in place to shape future.

e Why wasn't Cascade Summit area in the discussion?

e (Cascade Summit?

e Provide visual dictionary.

e Define terms; "Hwy 43 Corridor," "Hwy 43 Travel Shed" summary sheets.
e Voting seats on all LOPT committees.

e Tell us who pays for this.

e How is all this going to be paid for?

* We need information provided at the library because the majority of WL residents do not
know about this and a significant percentage of residents (20%) do not use internet.

e We seem to think we have to give in to whatever Lake Oswego wants; it appears that WL
City Hall has no backbone against them. This town belongs to the citizens of West Linn!

e WL Planning needs to be proactive with LO water.
e Daylight streams.

e Protect significant trees.

e Came to clarify the size of WalMart.

e  Where's ODOT?

e Focus on easy area to implement.

e We need better advocates with Metro and State!

11
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